
PBL, Student-Driven, Service-Oriented 
Lessons with Elementary Students



@JackieGerstein
http://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/ 

“I don’t do teaching for a living, I live 

teaching as my doing.”

I teach gifted kids at a title 1/bilingual 

schools in Santa Fe, NM.  My mission 

for the kids is to help them develop the 

passion and skills so they are situated 

to be competitive with students of more 

privilege. I do so by creating classroom 

environments I wish I had as an 

elementary student.

 

Dr. Jackie Gerstein

https://twitter.com/jackiegerstein
http://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/


Agenda
❖ Introduction

➢ Personal Introductions
➢ Offering Electives to Elementary Students

❖ Project Reviews
➢ Social Entrepreneurship
➢ The Monster Project
➢ Sustainable Cities
➢ Holiday Displays
➢ Marble Runs
➢ Space Explorations
➢ Beartown Place 
➢ Gardening 

❖ Jamboard or Canva (3 m. brainstorm after each project review)
➢ Add observations, questions, applications

❖ Closing 
➢ Guiding Principles (In your classroom?)

■ Authentic Learning
■ Experiential Hands-On/Minds-On Learning
■ Interdisciplinary Learning

➢ One Action Step 



Electives for Upper Elementary Gifted Students

➢ Offering Electives to Elementary Students 
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/08/09/offering-electives-to-elementary-students/ 

 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/08/09/offering-electives-to-elementary-students/


https://wakelet.com/wake/iSCTYicG7k68LCvS2xLr9 

https://wakelet.com/wake/iSCTYicG7k68LCvS2xLr9


❖ https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022
/04/22/social-entrepreneurship-with-elementary-stud
ents-a-perfect-steam-lesson/ 

Social 
Entrepreneurship

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pb5CCnT34_Q
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bhid2gmlbA
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/social-entrepreneurship-with-elementary-students-a-perfect-steam-lesson/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/social-entrepreneurship-with-elementary-students-a-perfect-steam-lesson/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/social-entrepreneurship-with-elementary-students-a-perfect-steam-lesson/


Social Entrepreneurship

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/social-entrepreneurship-with-elementary-students-a-perfect-steam-lesson/ 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/22/social-entrepreneurship-with-elementary-students-a-perfect-steam-lesson/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/1wZV4x9bRzDFgMnUYOg8ABq_6E6TA38qHDsg4LOGKu5E/viewer?f=0 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1wZV4x9bRzDFgMnUYOg8ABq_6E6TA38qHDsg4LOGKu5E/viewer?f=0


https://www.canva.com/design/DAFmYuEnwPM/hVO2blstp_twPsr98J41vA/view?utm_content=DAFmYuEnwPM&utm_ca
mpaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview 

OR Add Observations, Questions, Applications to a Canva Template

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFmYuEnwPM/hVO2blstp_twPsr98J41vA/view?utm_content=DAFmYuEnwPM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFmYuEnwPM/hVO2blstp_twPsr98J41vA/view?utm_content=DAFmYuEnwPM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&mode=preview


Monster Project Enhanced with 
Scratch and Makey Makeys 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/04/monster-project-using-makey-makeys-and-scratch/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvGk2Kvd6uw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IvGk2Kvd6uw
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/04/monster-project-using-makey-makeys-and-scratch/


Monster Project Enhanced with 
Scratch and Makey Makeys 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/04/monster-project-using-makey-makeys-and-scratch/ 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/04/monster-project-using-makey-makeys-and-scratch/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing


Sustainable City

★ https://sites.google.com/view/the-sustainable-city/home?authuser=0 
★ https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/creating-a-sustainable-city-sdg-11-the-beginn

ings-of-a-collaboration/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WFkdZ5-Flo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-WFkdZ5-Flo
https://sites.google.com/view/the-sustainable-city/home?authuser=0
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/creating-a-sustainable-city-sdg-11-the-beginnings-of-a-collaboration/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/creating-a-sustainable-city-sdg-11-the-beginnings-of-a-collaboration/


Sustainable City

★ https://sites.google.com/view/the-sustainable-city/home?authuser=0 
★ https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/creating-a-sustainable-city-sdg-11-the-beginn

ings-of-a-collaboration/ 

https://sites.google.com/view/the-sustainable-city/home?authuser=0
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/creating-a-sustainable-city-sdg-11-the-beginnings-of-a-collaboration/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/02/12/creating-a-sustainable-city-sdg-11-the-beginnings-of-a-collaboration/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing


Holiday Displays

★ https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/10/31/dia-de-los-muertos-halloween-displays-a-meow-wolf-ish-stream-pr
oject/ 

★ https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/12/12/winter-holiday-display-a-great-stream-project/   

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/10/31/dia-de-los-muertos-halloween-displays-a-meow-wolf-ish-stream-project/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/10/31/dia-de-los-muertos-halloween-displays-a-meow-wolf-ish-stream-project/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/12/12/winter-holiday-display-a-great-stream-project/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANSuH2AQIts
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ANSuH2AQIts


Holiday Displays

★ https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/10/31/dia-de-los-muertos-halloween-displays-a-meow-wolf-ish-stream-project/ 
★ https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/12/12/winter-holiday-display-a-great-stream-project/   

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/10/31/dia-de-los-muertos-halloween-displays-a-meow-wolf-ish-stream-project/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/12/12/winter-holiday-display-a-great-stream-project/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing


Marble Runs

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/09/a-stem-driven-marble-run-using-instructables-and-tinkercad
/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAAxYU33luI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAAxYU33luI
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/09/a-stem-driven-marble-run-using-instructables-and-tinkercad/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/09/a-stem-driven-marble-run-using-instructables-and-tinkercad/


Marble Runs

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/09/a-stem-driven-marble-run-using-instructables-and-tinkercad
/ 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/09/a-stem-driven-marble-run-using-instructables-and-tinkercad/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2022/04/09/a-stem-driven-marble-run-using-instructables-and-tinkercad/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing


Space Exploration, Sci-Fi Writing, Shadow 
Puppet Shows (2nd-3rd Graders)

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/13/space-explorations-science-fiction-writing-shad
ow-puppet-shows-an-interdisciplinary-unit/ 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/13/space-explorations-science-fiction-writing-shadow-puppet-shows-an-interdisciplinary-unit/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/13/space-explorations-science-fiction-writing-shadow-puppet-shows-an-interdisciplinary-unit/


Space Exploration, Sci-Fi Writing, Shadow 
Puppet Shows (2nd-3rd Graders)

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/13/space-explorations-science-fiction-writing-shadow-puppet-shows-an-interdisciplinary-unit/ 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/13/space-explorations-science-fiction-writing-shadow-puppet-shows-an-interdisciplinary-unit/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing


Beartown Play (6th graders)

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/05/22/the-beartown-play-a-play-written-enhanced-and-performed-by-6th-graders/ 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/05/22/the-beartown-play-a-play-written-enhanced-and-performed-by-6th-graders/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Coxq_WNwCWU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Coxq_WNwCWU


Beartown Play (6th graders)

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/05/22/the-beartown-play-a-play-written-enhanced-and-performed-by-6th-graders/ 

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/05/22/the-beartown-play-a-play-written-enhanced-and-performed-by-6th-graders/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing


Gardening

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/05/gardening-program-with-sage-elementary-students/ 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBAQXLXfK4E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IBAQXLXfK4E
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2023/03/05/gardening-program-with-sage-elementary-students/


https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing 

Add Observations, Questions, School Applications to Jamboard

https://jamboard.google.com/d/11TNZ3kHuPiqhaTM-tZt25ku0i6RPYC0of7PUMy_8YZo/edit?usp=sharing


Authentic Learning 
Experiences 
https://usergeneratede
ducation.wordpress.com
/2019/01/20/authenti
c-learning-experiences/ 

In your classroom?

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2019/01/20/authentic-learning-experiences/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2019/01/20/authentic-learning-experiences/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2019/01/20/authentic-learning-experiences/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2019/01/20/authentic-learning-experiences/


Increasing Engagement, 
Creativity, and 
Innovation with 
Minds-On/Hands-On 
Activities 
https://usergeneratede
ducation.wordpress.com
/2021/02/09/increasi
ng-engagement-creativi
ty-and-innovation-with-
minds-on-hands-on-activ
ities/  

In your classroom?

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/02/09/increasing-engagement-creativity-and-innovation-with-minds-on-hands-on-activities/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/02/09/increasing-engagement-creativity-and-innovation-with-minds-on-hands-on-activities/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/02/09/increasing-engagement-creativity-and-innovation-with-minds-on-hands-on-activities/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/02/09/increasing-engagement-creativity-and-innovation-with-minds-on-hands-on-activities/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/02/09/increasing-engagement-creativity-and-innovation-with-minds-on-hands-on-activities/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/02/09/increasing-engagement-creativity-and-innovation-with-minds-on-hands-on-activities/
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2021/02/09/increasing-engagement-creativity-and-innovation-with-minds-on-hands-on-activities/


All Lessons Should Be Interdisciplinary 
https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2019/01/13/all-lessons-should-be-interdisciplinary  

In your classroom?

https://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/2019/01/13/all-lessons-should-be-interdisciplinary


One Action Step? 



jackiegerstein@gmail.com 
@JackieGerstein

http://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/ 

Dr. Jackie Gerstein

mailto:jackiegerstein@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/jackiegerstein
http://usergeneratededucation.wordpress.com/

