
Online SEM: 
A Success Story

• I = innovative

• D = differentiation

• E= enrichment

• A = acceleration

• L = Learning



The Story: part 1

• Once upon a time, there was an art teacher who wanted to know more about 
creativity. It just so happened that she went to Buffalo State College where the 
“Creative Studies Program” was born.

• There, she learned all about the Creative Problem Solving Process from its founders.

• But the state said she had to get a Master’s degree. So, she began with some things 
she was interested in called, “Thinking Skills” and  “Using the Computer in the 
Classroom.”

• By now she was in a tiny village near a university who had a new professor who was 
to become a leader in the field of IQ testing. He happened to be her advisor. So she 
learned a lot about IQ tests and extrinsic motivation. 



The Story: part 2

• She had a beautiful baby girl who came in at almost 10 lbs. and nearly 2 
feet long, but this was not the end of her exceptionality.

• At about 7 months old, she was sitting up and pulled the dictionary 
down from the bottom shelf of the bookcase. She carefully paged 
through its rice paper thin pages and stared at it. She would slap it and 
look up at her Mommy or Daddy and yell, as if to say, “What is this 
stuff.” 

• By 2 she was self-taught reading



This was weird!

• I had taught for 13 years before having 
this child and I knew this was not normal.

• So, I began a search for help.

• It just so happened that we had moved to 
a small town in MA on the CT boarder. 
This is when I found Confratute. It was 
said that in this strange place they could 
teach people about children like mine 
(There were two of them by now.)

• So I went and followed the Berma shave 
ads to just the right place.



Low and behold a miracle happened!

• I found Joe Renzulli, Sally Reis, Sandy Kaplan, Robert 
Sternberg, E. Paul Torrance, Carol Ann Tomlinson, and 
Rachel McAnallen

• Now, not only did my daughters make sense but so did 
my life and my husbands!

• I cried tears of joy and continued to learn as much as I 
could from the amazing people there.

• But once you give a mouse a cookie, they are going to 
want a glass of milk. I went on to do the 3 Summers 
Program, in 4 summers, because my children were very 
young. 



Wishing for a School

• 2002 graduation from 3 Summers (in 4 summers)

• We all said we wanted to make a SEM school
• With all the other things we had learned

• Have you seen the card deck for the test 
“Nirvana”?

• They all went on to become professors

• I kept hoping



I Got a JOB!

• Principal was former 3 summers grad!

• From 90% white to ethnically balanced throughout the school (68% 
black) in 4 YEARS!

• State Math tests went up

• Realtors started calling wanting to know why people were asking to 
move to our little school area that had the projects.



China with Joyce VanTassel Baska

• Exchange of gifted education practices and schools

• Elementary School
• Middle school

• High school

• University



Continuing to Learn More and More

• Year after year learning more from and 
about 

• giftedness 
• twice-exceptionality
• inequity in gifted education
• Differentiation
• The structure of knowledge

• And on and on and on… to today



And now for something 
completely different: My 
Type III
Commercial Real Estate



Life gets in the way



New Job
• Private school

• Start G/T pre-school

• Become G/T 



Job 
Eliminated

Time is NOW Doctorate USC



MAGE = MA Assoc. for Gifted Education

• Parent Liaison

• Vice President

• President



COVID

• Panicked Parents 
contact MAGE



Pilot, Summer, Fall
• Happy kids

• Satisfied parents



Year 1
Flying plane while building it



Year 2

Like Puberty + chaos



Year 3

Got the right people in the right 
seats on the bus 



Up Next: ACTIVITY

• Build your own

• Find your connections

• What is at the center?

• What holds it all together?

• Pedagogically

• Business



Break



Now 
… a live online community of learning and belonging for gifted and twice-exceptional

1. Learn a lot  https://ideal4gifted.org/academics-2/ 

2. Start with Social Emotional 

3. Students  & the “Contour Guage”

4. Structure with SEM
• Type I’s 
• Type II’s
• Type III’s

5. Acceleration

6. Differentiation

7. Creativity

Student

https://ideal4gifted.org/academics-2/


Technology?

• Zoom

• Google Meets

• Google Classroom?

• Other LMS?



What did you 
create?



Sharing



Thank you

• MaryGrace Stewart, Founder and 
Chief Academic Officer

• https://www.IDEAL4Gifted.org

…a live online 
community of learning 
and belonging for gifted 
and twice-exceptional

https://www.ideal4gifted.org/
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