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ü Stimulates different levels of thinking.

ü Checks for and confirms knowledge, understanding, and awareness.

ü Expands knowledge and extends thinking.

ü Piques curiosity, imagination, interest, and wonder.

ü Express and share their learning in their own unique way.

ü Prompts students to reflect before responding.

ü Phrases the instructional focus and purpose as a question.

What does a good question do?
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Good Conversational Questions 
for Teachers

Why do you say that? 
How did you come to that conclusion? 
What caused you to take that action? 

What impacted or influenced your 
decision? What would you think…? 

What would you say…?  
If you …? Which … and why? 

What if I told you…?  

What do you mean? 
How do you know?

How does this connect or relate to the 
subject studied or topic taught?

 How could you elaborate on or explain 
that point clearer or further?

Is there a reason to doubt or question the 
response, result, or reasoning? 

19
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A Great Resource for Good Questions
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What are good questions students could inquire 
and investigate through a deep inquiry into…?
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What are good questions students could inquire 
and investigate through a deep inquiry into…?

22
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ATTAIN THE ANSWER.

EXPLAIN THE ANSWER.

JUSTIFY AN ANSWER.

EXTEND AN ANSWER.

Read Chapter 6
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PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS
• Analyze how particular elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot).

• Explain why addition and subtraction strategies 
work using place value and properties of 
operations.

• Construct a scientific explanation based on 
evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms.

• Analyze how the natural environments of the 
Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization.

POSE GOOD QUESTIONS
•How do you? = assessment

•How can you? = instruction

•How could you? = inquiry

Shift from Instruction to Inquiry

25
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PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS
• Analyze how particular elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot).

• Explain why addition and subtraction strategies 
work using place value and properties of 
operations.

• Construct a scientific explanation based on 
evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms.

• Analyze how the natural environments of the 
Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization.

POSE GOOD QUESTIONS
• How do you analyze how particular elements of a 

story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot)?

• How do you explain why the following addition and 
subtraction strategies work? place value, properties of 
operations

• How do you construct a scientific explanation based 
on evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms? 

• How do you analyze how the natural environments of 
the Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization?

Shift from Instruction to Inquiry
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PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS
• Analyze how particular elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot).

• Explain why addition and subtraction strategies 
work using place value and properties of 
operations.

• Construct a scientific explanation based on 
evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms.

• Analyze how the natural environments of the 
Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization.

POSE GOOD QUESTIONS
• How can you analyze how particular elements of a 

story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot)?

• How can you explain why the following addition and 
subtraction strategies work? place value, properties of 
operations

• How can you construct a scientific explanation based 
on evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms? 

• How can you analyze how the natural environments 
of the Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization?

Shift from Instruction to Inquiry
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PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS
• Analyze how particular elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot).

• Explain why addition and subtraction strategies 
work using place value and properties of 
operations.

• Construct a scientific explanation based on 
evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms.

• Analyze how the natural environments of the 
Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization.

POSE GOOD QUESTIONS
• How could you analyze how particular elements of a 

story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot)?

• How could you explain why the following addition and 
subtraction strategies work? place value, properties of 
operations

• How could you construct a scientific explanation 
based on evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms? 

• How could you analyze how the natural environments 
of the Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization?

Shift from Instruction to Inquiry

28
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PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS
• Analyze how particular elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot).

• Explain why addition and subtraction strategies 
work using place value and properties of 
operations.

• Construct a scientific explanation based on 
evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms.

• Analyze how the natural environments of the 
Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization

POSE GOOD QUESTIONS
• How could you analyze how particular elements of a 

story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot)?

• How could you explain why the following addition and 
subtraction strategies work? place value, properties of 
operations

• How could you construct a scientific explanation 
based on evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms? 

• How could you analyze how the natural environments 
of the Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization?

Shift from Instruction to Inquiry
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• I can analyze how particular elements of a 
story or drama interact (e.g., how setting 
shapes the characters or plot).

• I can explain why addition and subtraction 
strategies work using place value and 
properties of operations.

• I can construct a scientific explanation based 
on evidence for how environmental and 
genetic factors influence the growth of 
organisms.

• I can analyze how the natural environments of 
the Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys 
shaped the early development of civilization

GOOD QUESTIONS
• How could you analyze how particular elements of 

a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes 
the characters or plot)?

• How could you explain why the following addition 
and subtraction strategies work? place value, 
properties of operations

• How could you construct a scientific explanation 
based on evidence for how environmental and 
genetic factors influence the growth of organisms? 

• How could you analyze how the natural 
environments of the Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and 
Indus valleys shaped the early development of 
civilization?

Shift from Instruction to Inquiry
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Science Standards to STEM Questions
How could you use tools and materials to design and build a structure that will reduce the warming effect of sunlight on an area?

How could you use observations of the sun, moon, and stars to describe patterns that can be predicted?

How could you plan and conduct an investigation to describe and classify different kinds of materials by their observable properties?

How could you represent data in tables and graphical displays to describe typical weather conditions expected during a particular season?

How could you develop a model of waves to describe patterns in terms of amplitude and wavelength and that waves can cause objects to 
move?

How could you use models to describe that energy in animals’ food (used for body repair, growth, and motion and to maintain body 
warmth) was once energy from the sun.

How could you analyze and interpret data on natural hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and inform the development of 
technologies to mitigate their effects?

How could you use mathematical representations to support the claim that atoms, and therefore mass, are conserved during a chemical 
reaction?

32
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PROVIDE INSTRUCTIONS
• Analyze how particular elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot).

• Explain why addition and subtraction strategies 
work using place value and properties of 
operations.

• Construct a scientific explanation based on 
evidence for how environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms.

• Analyze how the natural environments of the 
Tigris-Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shaped 
the early development of civilization.

Are these good questions?
POSE GOOD QUESTIONS

How do particular elements of a story or drama interact? 
How does the setting shape the characters or plot?

Why do the following addition and subtraction 
strategies work? 
• place value
• properties of operations

How could environmental and genetic 
factors influence the growth of organisms?

How did the natural environments of the Tigris-
Euphrates, Nile, and Indus valleys shape the early 
development of civilization?
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Shift from Instruction to Inquiry

GIVE DIRECTIONS GOOD QUESTIONS
Understand how the failure of the 
Articles of Confederation led to the 
writing of the United States Constitution.

• Investigate the successes and failures 
of the Articles of Confederation.

• Determine why many felt a new plan 
of government was needed.

• Explain how the United States 
Constitution attempted to address the 
weaknesses of the Articles.

How did the failure of the Articles of 
Confederation lead to the writing of the 
United States Constitution? 

Why did many feel a new plan of government 
was needed? 

How did the United States Constitution 
attempted to address the weaknesses of the 
Articles?

What were the successes and failures of the Articles of 
Confederation? How were the Articles of Confederation 
successful? Why were the Articles of Confederation a failure?
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Are these good questions?
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INQUIRING MINDS:
Teaching and Learning with Good Questions

38
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INQUIRING MINDS:
Teaching and Learning with Good Questions
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Which works best for you and why?

40
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ACADEMIC VOCABULARY SUBJECT-SPECIFIC TERMINOLOGY DATA AND DETAILS

What does fluently mean?
What does multi mean?

What is a digit?
What does standard mean?

W hat is a m athem atical operation?

W hat is a digit in m athem atics?

W hat is a whole num ber?

W hat is m ultiplication?

W hat does it m ean to m ultiply in m ath?

W hat is a m ulti-digit whole num ber?

W hat is an algorithm ?

W hat is a standard?

W hat is the m ultiplicand?

W hat is the m ultiplier?

W hat is the product?

W hat Is a factor?

What are the four operations of arithmetic?
What is the standard algorithm for multiplication?
What are the values of the number in a multi-digit 
number and where are they located?
Which part of the standard algorithm for 
multiplication indicates how many times a number 
will be multiplied?
Which operations are performed when multiplying 
multi-digit whole numbers? 

FOUNDATIONAL
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FOUNDATIONAL
Students will understand how the failure of the Articles of Confederation led to the writing of 
the United States Constitution.
• Students will investigate the successes and failures of the Articles of Confederation, determine 

why many felt a new plan of government was needed, and explain how the United States 
Constitution attempted to address the weaknesses of the Articles.
ACADEMIC VOCABULARY SUBJECT-SPECIFIC TERMINOLOGY DATA AND DETAILS

What does it mean to investigate?
What does it mean to determine?

What does it mean to lead?
What does it mean to explain?
What does it mean to attempt?
What does it mean to address?
What is success?
What is failure?
What is weakness?

What is an article?
What is a confederation?

What is a government?
What is a plan of government?

What is a constitution?
What is a federalist?
What is an anti-federalist?

What were the Articles of Confederation?

Who wrote the Articles of Confederation?

When was the Articles of Confederation 
written and approved?

Who were the many who felt a new plan 
of government was needed?

What is the United States Constitution?

Who were the Federalists?
Who were the Anti-Federalists?
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542
x 398
4336

48780
162600

215,716

3 1
1

3

11

1

1

1

UNDERSTANDING

300 + 90 + 8

16200 + 48780 + 4336
215,716

How can multi-digit whole numbers be multiplied fluently using the standard algorithm?

How can you multiply multi-digit whole numbers fluently using the standard algorithm?
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5 4 2

3
 
9
 
8

2
 
1
 
5

7 1 6

1 1 0

5 2 6

4 3 1

5 6 8

4 3 1

0 2 6

1

111

UNDERSTANDING

150,000 12,000 600

45,000 3,600 180

3204,000 16

162,600

48,780

4,336

199,000 15,320 796 215,716

How can multi-digit whole numbers be multiplied fluently using the standard algorithm?

How can you multiply multi-digit whole numbers fluently using the standard algorithm?
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Which works best for you and why?
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DEEP
What if the position of the factors were flipped?

How could you reorganize the position of the digits of the numbers and 
multiply multidigit numbers using the standard algorithm?

524 x 893

523 x 498

245 x 938
395 x 842

235 x 984

532 x 894

248 x 935
842 x 359

428 x 953

293 x 485

392 x 845

329 x 845
239 x 548

843 x 529

348 x 295

348 x 529

438 x 259

398 x 452
542 x 389
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Pick 5 problems to solve
and answer the following questions.

How could you multiply multi-digit whole numbers fluently 
using the standard algorithm?
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Pick 5 problems to solve
and answer the following questions.

How could you multiply multi-digit whole numbers fluently 
using the standard algorithm?

EXPERTISE
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6/26/23

Initiate the Inquiry
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How could change be scary 
but good?

What could happen when 
you try new things?

Why should we be careful 
not to judge by appearances?

Why should we keep trying 
even if we don’t succeed?
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How does Green Eggs and Hamby 
Dr. Seuss address the following 

ideas?

o Change be scary but good.

o When you try new things, good 
things could happen.

o Don’t judge by appearances.

o If you don’t succeed, try and try 
again.

UNDERSTANDING

53

© Maverik Education LLC, 2023    erik@maverikeducation.com     www.maverikeducation.com 
      

What is a hero?

How could a hero become tragic?

What does it mean to 
“fall from grace”?

What causes a hero to “fall from 
grace”?

How could a hero redeem 
themselves if they fall from grace – 

or could they?

54

http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/


www.maverikeducation.com   
erik@maverikeducation.com

7/20/2023

(c) Maverik Education / Solution Tree, 2023 12

© Maverik Education LLC, 2023    erik@maverikeducation.com     www.maverikeducation.com 
      

UNDERSTANDING
How are Brutus from The Tragedy of 
Julius Caesar and Macbeth from 
Macbeth examples of Shakespearean 
tragic heroes and how are they 
similar in the following?
• their status in society

• their temptation

• their fall from grace
• their fate

• the role their wives play
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FOUNDATIONAL
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What is the plot of Green 
Eggs and Ham?

Who are the characters in 
Green Eggs and Ham?

What are the sequence of 
events of Green Eggs and 
Ham?

FOUNDATIONAL
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FOUNDATIONAL

• What is a Shakespearean drama?
• What is a Shakespearean comedy?
• What is a Shakespearean tragedy?
• What is a Shakespearean tragic hero?

• Who is William Shakespeare?
• What is the plot?
• Who are the characters?
• What is the setting?
• What is the sequence of events?
• What is the conflict?
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DOK-2: KNOWLEDGE APPLICATIONUNDERSTANDING
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DOK-2: KNOWLEDGE APPLICATIONUNDERSTANDING
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DOK-3: KNOWLEDGE ANALYSISDEEP

61
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What if the Black Hatted Man 
tried the green eggs and ham at 

a certain point in the story?

What if the Black Hatted Man 
tried the green eggs and ham 

and did not like them?

What if the Black Hatted Man 
just said, “No!” every time Sam-
I-Am asked him, “Would you?” 

and “Could you?”

DEEP
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How could words and 
phrases suggest feelings?

Which words and phrases in 
Green Eggs and Ham suggest 

feelings?
What are the feelings the 

words and phrases in Green 
Eggs and Ham  suggest?

 

DEEP

63

http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/
http://www.maverikeducation.com/


www.maverikeducation.com   
erik@maverikeducation.com

7/20/2023

(c) Maverik Education / Solution Tree, 2023 15

© Maverik Education LLC, 2023    erik@maverikeducation.com     www.maverikeducation.com 
      

How is Anakin Skywalker an example 
of a Shakespearean tragic hero and 
what are the similarities between 
him, Brutus, and Macbeth in the 
following?
• their status in society
• their temptation
• their fall from grace
• their fate
• the role their wives play

DEEP
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• What distinguishes William Shakespeare 
and George Lucas’s perspective of a 
tragic hero?

• What if Brutus, Macbeth, and Anakin 
Skywalker resisted temptation and 
rejected their destiny?

• Could Brutus or Macbeth have 
redeemed themselves after giving in to 
temptation or was their fate sealed once 
they gave in to temptation and fell from 
grace?

DEEP
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Good Argumentative Question
• Should Pluto not be classified as a planet 

because of the resolution made at the 
International Astronomical Union of 
2006?

• Should Pluto still be categorized as a 
planet because according to the reasons 
given by The Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics?

• Should the classification criteria for all the 
planets within and beyond our solar 
system be reconsidered or redefined?

DEEP
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Good Argumentative Question
• Who is more at fault for the 

behavior of the children – their 
parents or the children 
themselves?

• Is Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory a children’s story or a dark 
comedy?

• Is Willy Wonka eccentric, 
reasonable, justified, cruel, or a 
combination of all of the above?

DEEP
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What distinguished 
the Presidential positions?

What if the United States was still 
governed by the Articles of 

Confederation?

What could happen if the U.S. 
Constitution was no longer effective?

DEEP

68

© Maverik Education LLC, 2021    erik@maverikeducation.com     www.maverikeducation.com 
      

What distinguishes a Federalist 
from an Anti-Federalist?

What are some current issues 
and hot topics that continue the 
arguments of the Federalists and 
Anti-Federalists and what might 

their position be on these 
topics?

DEEP
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EXPERTISE

© Maverik Education LLC, 2021 www.maverikeducation.com erik@maverikeducation.com @Maverik Education LLC, 2020

WHAT DO YOU 

THINK?

HOW DO YOU 
FEEL?

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE?

HOW DO YOU?

DOK 2: KNOWLEDGE APPLICATION
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EXPERTISE
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What kind of story could you share that 
teaches one of these lessons?EXPERTISE

What kind of story could you 
share that addresses one of these 

ideas?

o Change be scary but good.

o When you try new things, good 
things could happen.

o Don’t judge by appearances.

o If you don’t succeed, try and try 
again.
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EXPERTISE
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Which would you consider 
yourself to be on certain 

issues and topics and 
why?

• Federalist
• Anti-Federalist
• It depends on the topic.

EXPERTISE
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Where Could Good Questions Come From?
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ü Stimulates deeper thinking.

ü Deepens knowledge, understanding, and awareness.

ü Expands knowledge and extends thinking.

ü Piques curiosity, imagination, interest, and wonder.

ü Express and share their learning in their own unique way.

ü Prompts students to reflect before responding.

ü Phrases the instructional focus and purpose as a question.

What does a good question do?
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