
UCONN Confratute 2023: Unlocking Gifted Creativity in the Classroom:
A Pragmatic Practitioners Perspective

Picture Books to Build Creativity & Risk-Taking

-ish by Peter Reynolds
Odd Velvet by Mary E. Whitcomb
Beautiful Oops! by Barney Saltzberg
Woolbur by Leslie Helakoski

Low-Risk Creativity Activities

● Zones of Comfort
● Notice & Wonder
● Which One Doesn’t Belong? (https://wodb.ca/)
● Draw Starts
● P.E.T.S. Curriculum

Games & Puzzles

● Word-A-Round
● Rebus Puzzles
● Chameleon
● One Minute Mysteries
● TopiCubes
● Sprouts
● Qwirkle
● KenKen
● SET
● Zangle
● Blink

Enrichment Club: Risk-Taking, Collaboration, Intellectual Peers

● Check with the campus/district administration on days & times
● Apply for grants (DonorsChoose.org, PTSA, site funds, and district funds)
● Identify gifted students on campus & send permission slips home

○ parent/guardian email addresses
● Gather permissions slips
● Create an attendance roster & track
● Email parents information
● Begin meeting on designated time & day of the week (before or after school)
● Introduce a new game each week; o�er choice
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http://www.kenkenpuzzle.com/
http://www.setgame.com/set/puzzle
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Picture Books to Introduce STEM

● The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires
● What Can You Do with an Idea by Kobi Yamada
● Rosie Revere, Engineer by Andrea Beaty
● Izzy Gizmo by Pip Jones

Literature for Interdisciplinary

● The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
● The Martian by Andy Weir
● A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
● The Trash Vortex: How Plastic Pollution is Choking the World’s Oceans by

Danielle Smith Llera
● The Golden Compass by William Pullman
● The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by Mealer and Kamkwamba

Creativity & Critical Thinking Stand-Alone Challenges

● Creativity Challenge: Loose Parts
● Critical Thinking Challenge: Aces, Jumble, Zilch
● Creativity Challenge: Draw Starts
● Creativity Challenge: Circuits
● Creativity Challenge: Origami
● Critical Thinking Challenge: Analogies & Forced Analogies
● Creativity Challenge: Origami
● Critical Thinking Challenge: Rebus Puzzles
● Creativity Challenge: Loose Parts #2
● Critical Thinking Challenge: Circle Logic Puzzles
● Creativity Challenge: Re-Do of Loose Re-Do (Day #1)
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