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Reality:  The  
2E  learner is 
often  
overlooked or  
misdiagnosed



Understanding the 2e mind



Case Study of Blaine 

Official Diagnosis:  in Grade Four nine-year-old boy 
being seen for neurological examination as part of a 
comprehensive child study team evaluation. Information 
provided by mother and observations in the office setting 
indicates that difficulties displayed by Blaine have a 
multi factorial basis, including: 
1. Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder; 
2. Mild Oppositional Defiant Disorder
3. Generalized Anxiety Disorder; and 
4. Mild unevenness in skill development. 



Recommendations 

1.  Ongoing individual counseling & family 
therapy

2.  Ritalin and Clonidine
3.  Social skills intervention to facilitate 

development of appropriate skills
4. Consistent behavior management at 

home and in school
5.  No OT or PT 
6.  Return to regular school in cooperation 

with special services 



Blaine’s WISC IV Profile
Verbal   142
Performance                 119
Full Scale   134
Verbal Comprehension   150     
Perceptual Organization 124
Freedom from Distraction  98 
Processing Speed                109 





Mean is 100
SD is 15
Subtests  
Mean is 10
SD is 





WISC V Resource

Understanding WISC V scores

Interview with Dan Peters re WISC V

https://www.smartkidswithld.org/first-steps/evaluating-your-child/understanding-iq-test-scores/
https://vimeo.com/358394205/3796c79e6b


Red flags to diagnoses:
Emotionally fragility

• High levels of anxiety
• Depressed
• Lonely
• Feelings of being different
• Fight of flight response



Misdiagnosis and Dual diagnosis

https://files.nwesd.org/website/Teaching_Learning/HiCap/Session%202/Identify%20and%20Serve%20Underrep%20Pops/Twice%20Exceptional/sengifted.org-Misdiagnosis_and_Dual_Diagnosis_of_Gifted_Children(1).pdf


Issues relating to identification
• Giftedness:  
• Behavior may mask gift
• Test scores may be misleading
• Lack of familiarity with traits of gifted students
• Fail to meet traditional guidelines for giftedness

• Special Needs
• Grade level performance
• Overcompensation
• Unwilling to accept dual diagnosis exceptionality

• What may be keeping a 2e child that you know
•  from appropriate services in terms of both sets of
•  needs?



Gifted Students with LD

• Auditory and/or visual processing 
problems, 

• Limited working memory,  
• Dyslexia, dyscalculia, dysgraphia,
• Disorganized,  
• Sensory-motor integration 

difficulties,  
• Poor handwriting and  spelling, 
• Difficulty putting ideas in writing, 

taking notes, and taking timed tests.



Daniel

• Math disability
• Written production
• Anxiety



Gifted students with ADHD
• Creative thinkers

• Needs stimulation

• Difficulty sustaining attention especially in 
listening activities

• Difficulty completing  written work, 

• Physical restlessness or feelings of 
restlessness

• Impulsivity 

• Difficulty following through on instructions 
from others





Jack

• Production
• Hyperactivity
• Attention issues
• Impulsivity
• Class clown
• Severe anxiety



Gifted students with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder

• Knowledgeable in topics 
of interest, narrow 
focused*

• Quantitative impairment 
in social interaction,  

• Restricted repetitive and 
stereotyped patterns of 
behavior, interests, and 
activities, 

• Stereotyped or repetitive 
motor mannerisms, 

• Need for structure and 
predictable routine



MAC

• Socially Awkward
• Lost in studying War
• Cognitive Rigidity
• Sees world in black 

and white



Sidney: 
Complexity

•

•
•
•



Misdiagnosis 
and Missed 

diagnosis

• Stealth dyslexia    What is stealth 
dyslexia

• Role of novelty
• Hyperfocus vs. flow--what are the 

differences
•     passions, in depth interests 
• Grade level expectations
• Asynchrony- 
• Precocity and the “Little professor”
• Intensities vs. sensitivities-need for 

support
• Need for intellectual peers vs. social 

skills
• Personality styles

https://www.understood.org/en/community-events/blogs/the-inside-track/2015/03/04/stealth-dyslexia-how-some-dyslexic-students-escape-detection
https://www.understood.org/en/community-events/blogs/the-inside-track/2015/03/04/stealth-dyslexia-how-some-dyslexic-students-escape-detection


Looking 
for the 
Challenge



Looking beyond the obvious

• Understanding the scores on correlate tests
• Observation 
• Ask about time and effort involved in 

finishing a task compared to intellectual 
peers..

• Consider support needed compared to ability 
estimates. 



Looking 
for the 
Gift



Schoolhouse or Lesson 

Learning Gifte
dness

Creative/Productive 

Giftedness





WHAT MAKES GIFTEDNESS?

Above Average 
      Ability

Task 
Commitment

Creativity

U

A

C
I

C
T P



Intelligence 
and 2E

• Traditionally gifted students range from 120 
(superior range or top 10%) or 130 (top 2% of 
students) on full scale IQ

• 2e students may have significant differences 
between verbal or performance IQ;  among the 
four indices, General ability Index or individual  
subtests.

• It is important of look for patterns of strengths 
and weaknesses.





Other 
sources

Check lists

Performance tasks with rubrics 
in specific talent areas

Creativity tests

Teacher, parent, student 
interviews

KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 
LOOKING FOR















…It’s not 
identifying  
being 
green!




